BREAN PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: Peter Clayton 07850240677 breanparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Minutes of the meeting of Brean Parish Council held on the 5th of January 2026 at Brean village hall 7pm 

Present
 K. Priddes-Jones, R Hurrell, N. Hutchinson, Bob Filmer, Tony Grimmes, 7 members of the public, and the clerk.
01/26 Public speaking time
The Clerk read out a statement from Mark and Kelly Ford regarding their resignation and the yellow lines in Pinewood way.
Members were informed that the grant for the garden will be submitted in March. And at present all running costs were incorporated within the grant. And that the water supply and any electric would come from the village hall.
A question was raised about the village hall trustees and members were reminded that the village hall was not a council concern, however, Councillor Jones (being the administrator for the hall charity) will enquire.
02/26 Apologies for absence – None
03/26 Declarations of Interest – None.
04/26 Approval of minutes – Minutes approved with suggestion from Cllr Hutchinson of making the Somerset reports non-political and easier to read. 
05/26 To hear from Somerset Councillors and the Police
No Police were present. Cllr. Grimmes reported that Planning issues were particularly difficult at present, due to shortages in staff and having to employ agency workers. Which are being paid from reserves. 
Somerset have decided not to go ahead with Sunday parking charges after the public consultation returned a substantial view against the idea. 
Somerset council approved a motion put forward to support town councils and high streets. The motion highlights the pressures facing local shops, pubs and cafes from rising costs. This includes the impact on new parking policies, and to work with the Police in tackling anti-social behaviour in town centres. A letter is being written to the chancellor requesting a review of business rates of the hospitality sector. 
06/26 Matters of interest to the village 
Planning – no observations.
Village hall deeds – deferred as not quorate 
SIDS – a discussion on whether they were cost effective to the village was had. The outcome was for the clerk to find out when the batteries needed to be renewed. And the council will make a decision at that time.
07/26 Clerks update.
. Gov website and emails have been ordered and should be active soon. 
Bus shelters and bench permission has been requested, and the council have been given a ref number, and are now in the system. 
Both Cllr Hurrell and Cllr Hutchinson have agreed to be signatories for the Parish council.
Financial Matters
The council agreed to have a RFO at no extra cost to the council to help with the accounts. This will give the RFO the experience needed to complete the Cilca qualification, whilst giving the Parish councils clerk ongoing training around financial matters. The RFO will be asked to meet with the council at the earliest convenience. 
The clerk informed the council that 3 payments were missed from last April & during the transition period to the new council and clerk. These payments have now been rectified. 

08/26 Village engagements.
The chair read out the following ideas 
Village twinning – deferred to a later point’
Website – already had an update.
Social media – The clerk informed the council that the facebook account could not be accessed. Cllr. Jones has agreed to set up a new page to engage with the residents. 
Newsletter – Cllr Jones informed the council that due to the resignation of two council members, it would have to be rewritten. It would be ready to approve at the next meeting.
A question of what skills should the council be looking for in new councillors was asked. And Councillor Jones suggested businesspeople, site owners and residents would be a good mix. Cllr Jones will contact park owners and Cllr Hutchingson will contact the business owners. 
09/26 Future agenda items
A mission statement
Ideas from each councillor about what the council would like to achieve.
Sign by the roundabout
Notice board for history of Brean.
Website update
Facebook page
. Gov emails
Bank signatories 
Newsletter 
Potholes
Existing bus shelters
Advertising in shelter boards
Agree to ask Westcroft to make good the planters for this year.
Scouts grant request for funding for a picnic and beach activities from the Joan Jackman fund.
Bus services

10/26 Date of the next meeting     2nd March 2026 7pm Brean Village Hall 

